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F.E.C.R.LS.

FECRIS (the French acronym for the European Federation of Research and Information
Centres on Sects) was founded in 1994 as an European umbrella organization whose
members are national "anti-cult” groups from different European countries. It is their
application for consultative status with the Council of Europe that is of concern, as will be
explained in this briefing. We believe that FECRIS is completely unrepresentative of the
spirit of democracy and non-discrimination that guides the Council of Europe. As will be
seen below, members of FECRIS have declared publicly that the Council of Europe, the
European Commission, the European Parliament, the United Nations and the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe are all "infiltrated" by so-called cults. The common
denominator of these groups is that they are the primary international organizations that
protect and advance human rights and non-discrimination across the world.

Thus, we believe that by applying for consultative status with the Council of Europe and
other inter-governmental organizations, FECRIS would undermine the institutions
responsible for upholding fundamental democratic values.

Background

FECRIS is incorporated in France (See attachment 1). The group that played the dominant role in
creating FECRIS and a dominant voice within FECRIS is the French group UNADFI (National
Union of the Associations of Defence of Families and the Individual).

UNADFI is known for its strong support of the French "About/Picard" law that was adopted in
Summer 2001. UNADFI lobbied heavily over years for this law. (See attachment 2)

All the major religions in France as well as international human rights groups opposed the law,
under which religious associations may be dissolved if they or their perceived leaders have
acquired two or more criminal convictions. Under this law, the entire French parliament would be
dissolved, if the law were applied to them! No wonder French religious leaders regard the law as
repressive and a danger to freedom of religion. It was adopted with only a tiny minority (about
3.5%) of MPs and Senators voting for it, but it still went through. (See attachment 3)

Several media have reported that the Chinese are studying the law as a model to introduce in their
country which then could be used as a tool for further pressure on the Falun Gong-movement.

In relation to this legislation the Helsinki Commission wrote "A number of religious
denominations and civil rights associations have expressed concern about the draft anti-sect law.
While the State has the obligation to protect its citizens against abuses by members of any groups
or associations, this should not be done through creating discrimination, which is the case with
the proposed law. Such abuses should be dealt with under the Criminal Code and other
legislation and not through adopting a separate law targeted at religious minority groups. Such
a law would pave the way for potential abuses by authorities, amounting to violations of freedom
of religion and association, including through the disbandment of peaceful religious minority

groups". (See attachment 3)



The Council of Europe's Parliamentary Assembly initiated an immediate investigation of the
matter (Doc 8860 Religious freedom and religious minorities in France). "The purpose of the law
appears to be the targeting of religious minorities which are derogatorily referred to as ‘sects’
throughout the proposal. The Parliamentary Assembly’s own recent study of the phenomena
(Recommendation 1412, June 1999) specifically disclaimed this approach towards religious
minorities and urged member states to not use such discriminatory language” (See attachment
6a)

Since the law was passed there has been concem from other European countries that there would
be attempts to introduce similar discriminatory legislation in those countries.

Reason for concern

The reason that there is widespread concern about FECRIS's application for consultative status is
that the agenda of this group is clearly to create legislation throughout Europe that directly
violates fundamental human rights instruments, and, as covered below is specifically contrary to
the Committee of Minister's Replies last year to Parliamentary Assembly Recommendations 1312
and 1396. FECRIS' goals do not align with the European Convention on Human Rights and are
contrary to the purpose of the Council of Europe.

In its Replies, the Committee emphasized that any government action directed at minority
religious groups must fit within the framework of the principles of non-discrimination, freedom
of religion and pluralism that are at the heart of the European Court of Human Rights
jurisprudence regarding minority religious rights. The Committee rejected specialized civil and
criminal laws targeting religious minorities of the kind that FECRIS is seeking to have enacted
across Europe. (See attachment 11)

In short, we believe that FECRIS does not qualify for consultative status. We provide here some
informations that FECRIS has unlikely not presented in its application and that deals with its
real activities activities which are documented and will be explained here.

The Facts

In June 2001, right after the passing of the law in France, FECRIS had a meeting (which has been
described in detail on their own web site) wherein they explained their plans for the expansion of
the French law to the rest of Europe. This meeting outlines a series of discriminatory measures
that would obviously form the backbone of their program. (See attachment 4)

FECRIS state that the "About/Picard" law was "an essential provision introduced in the criminal
area." Disregarding the fact that there are no legal or academic grounds for a "sect", they
categorize and demonize a whole sector of society, including many legitimate minority religious
associations. Their spurious reasoning is based on generalisations and assumptions. FECRIS has
gone so far as to claim on their website that "to this day important European and world
organisations such as the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of
Europe, UNO, OSCE [are] often infiltrated by cults". (See attachment 5) Yet this is the group that
has applied to gain special status with the Council of Europe.

Another extremely telling point with regards to the real intentions of FECRIS is their
participation in a Chinese symposium on destructive cults. This was already after the murders,
beatings and incarceration of hundreds of Falun Gong members in China. A practice still ongoing



today in China, not only against Falun Gong but also against many other groups too, including
mainstream Christians. AFrench FECRIS-member group simply reproduced on its website,
without criticism, Chinese government propaganda against the Falun Gong (a representative of
this group also attended the Chinese symposium) despite the Chinese repression of these religious
minorities. FECRIS never condemned this issue. (See attachment 7)

Past incidents of violence and discrimination

Certain FECRIS member groups have, in the past, been involved in violence and forced detention
of people in order to try and change their beliefs. One of the groups had a European Court of
Human Rights decision condemning its actions (See attachment 9)

Whilst FECRIS purport to protect the family and the individual, the result is quite the opposite.
Testimonies from numerous individuals whose lives have been interfered with, whose rights have
been denied and whose family life has been worsened can be seen in the attached. Groups that
have been involved in such activities, should surely be disqualified from being granted
consultative status with the Council of Europe. (See attachment 8)

Deprogramming is a violent technique of kidnapping and forcible faith-breaking that some
FECRIS member groups imported from the United States, and that was subsequently discredited
there following a $5 million judgement in 1996 awarded to a plaintiff, who sought relief from an
illegal kidnapping and attempted deprogramming by members of an American anti cult group.
(See attachment 10)

Against EU anti-discrimination legislation

There is a newly proposed anti-discrimination policy as covered by EU-Directive 2000/43/EG
and EU-directive 2000/78/EG which has been worked out by the European Union. This is
required to be implemented into domestic law throughout the European Union by latest 2nd
December 2003. Based on this Germany had proposed an Anti Discrimination draft law.
However, the leading German FECRIS-member group AGPF ("Action for Mental and Spiritual
Freedom") opposed the German draft law solely on the basis of the inclusion of "Religion and
Philosophy". This is understandable, knowing that the German FECRIS-member group AGPF
have violated the Freedom of Religion and Philosophy guarantee of the German Constitution.
Also the AGPF jointly with the German government lost a suit before the Supreme
Administrative Court in 1992, which forbade the government to fund this group for reason of the
prejudices and bias promoted by it against other religions. This was deemed an unconstitutional
interference with the Freedom of Religion and Philosophy per se, as it violated the neutrality of
the government in relation to other religions. (See attachment Se)

Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe recently made its views on the subject of
religious minorities clear. On the 21st September 2001 they responded to two Recommendations

made by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

These are of interest and use as they (1) emphasize and affirm that any actions taken by the State
targeting religious minorities must be in conformance with the freedom of religion, non-
discrimination, and other human rights principles articulated in the European Convention on
Human Rights; (2) affirmatively agree that there is no need for selective laws targeting religious,



spiritual or esoteric groups as any illegal activities can be dealt with by ordinary civil and
criminal law; and (3) decline to establish a European Observatory on minority faiths due to the
fact that substantial resources would have to be expended to ensure that any information on such
faiths is "reliable and objective". (See attchment 11)

Contrary to the express statements of the Committee of Ministers, FECRIS is lobbying for
discriminatory legislation. Some of FECRIS's statements in favor of this legislation are chilling.
In an Internet posting describing a June 9, 2001 conference, FECRIS declares that the About-
Picard law under which associations may be dissolved "is not specific to sects but rather to all
sectarian behavior (including families, businesses etc)" No explanation is given of what might be
a "sectarian family" or "sectarian business”". FECRIS then lays out a strategy for implementing
laws similar to About-Picard throughout Europe, urging that "each state must be willing to aiter
its own legislation in the area of sectarian misdoings".

It is for these reasons that we feel urgent consideration is needed of this matter and approaches
made to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe (who ultimately authorises consultative
status) in order to urge him to not admit FECRIS to consultative status.
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ASSEMELEE GENERALE ET CONSEIL D'ADMINISTRATION
DU} 22 AVRIL 1999
- BUREL] ET CONSEIY D'ADMINISTRATION -

PRESIDENT DBR'HONNEUR : Monsieur Jacgues REICHARD, daecteur en

midecine. Nationalité frangaise. N& le 18 fFévrier 1926 & Paris
fFa007) (France). 219, rue Raymond Losgerand, 75014 Parls
{France).

- BUREAU -

FRESIDENT : Monsiesur Jean NOKIN, retralté. Matianalitéd helga. Na
le 24 ootobre 1933 & Liege (Belgique). 9, avenue de la Violette,
13100 Adix-en-Frovence (France).

VICE-PRESIDENTES : Madame Maria-Hosa BOLADERES, sans profession.

Nationalité espagnols. Née le 12 mars 1U31 & Barcelone {Espagne].
¥ia Layetana, 43, Esc. A 1°, la , E-08003 - Barcelone (Espagne).

Lady Daphne VABNE, professeur. Nationalite

anglaise. Née & Davon {Grande-Bretagne). 7, Beach bell, Keston
Fark, BRZ 6EP Keston, Kent (Grande-Bretagne).

TRESORIERE : Madame Nelly BURGAUD-BRUN, forctinnaire., Nationalité
frangelise. Nee le 29 mars 1949 & Paris {75018) (France). 3,
boulevard Saint-Marcel, 75012 Parig (France).

SECRETBIRE :© Monsieur aAntocine THIARD, retraitéa. Nationalité
frangaise. Né le 2 juln 1926 4 Rouvroy (62) (Franos). 21, rue
Vigronti, 75006 Paris (Francg).
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Madame Helde-Marle CAMMENES, secrétalre. Nationallité allemande. N&e
le d décembre 1942 a Immenstadt (Allemagne). Hubertstrasse 164 a.
D-45139 Ezgen {Aliemagnea).

Madame Anne EDELSTAM, sans profession. Nationalité swédoise. Néo
Lle 15 septembre 1957 &4 Stockholm (Sudde). Sibylleg 3, 11.442
Stockholm {(Sugde).

Monslienr Friedrich CGRIESS, r=tralité. Natiocnalité autrichienna, Ne&
ie 25 avril 1932 a vienne (Zutriche). Doppelngasse 117, A-3412

Kierling (Autriche).

Monsieur Charles HRUSLER, retralté. Nationalité suisse, N& 1le 11
novenbre 1924 3 Biale (Suigge). CH-3186 DUdingen (Suissa).

Mpnsieur Ian HAWORTH, spécialiste des  sectes. Nationalité
britannigue., Né le 2 aclht 1947 4 Bolton (Royvaume Uni;. BCM Culty,
WOLN3XY Londen {(Grande-Bretagne).

Monsieur Ingo HEINEMANN, avocat. Natienalité allemande. Né& le 13
juin 1942 & Hamboury (Allemagne). Graben Stresse 1. D~53579 Erpel

{Allemagne j -

Madame Daniéele MULLER-TULLL, sans profession. Nationalité sulsss.
Née le 13 mors 1939 a4 villecresne {France). Domaine de la Boverie,
CH-1242 Satigny - GE (Sulsse]).

Madame Jolanta SOCHA, interprédte, Nationalitd poleonaise. Née le 11
décembre 1946 & Skarezvskce Kam (Pologne). Falista 22, 94115 Xod=z

{Pologne ).
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Association seinn 1a loi du 1er juilet 1901

i ADFI . TEL ; (1) 47.97.88.04
10 rue du Pére Juiten Bhuir Fax:|1) 47.97,01.73
75020 RARIS

STATUOTSES

(7 octobre 1995 - Mudification 26 avril 1998}

T e

Art. 1 : Il est fonds A Paris une associstion ingp¥hnationa N Ll‘
déclarée sous le régime de la loi du ler ﬂ'” 260 3L‘i
et du d&cret du 16 antt 1901, sous le nu érf:: 1T Wy <06
ayant pour titere : . l 5 7 :~B
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PEDERATION EUROPEENNE DES CENTRES DE RECH ;EE:”“'
D' INFORMATIGN SUR LE SECTARISME (F.E.C.R.I.B.),
. cl-aprés dénommée "Fédération”.

jnl -

Objet publié au Journal Officiel du 27 juillet 1994
rechercher et informer guani aux pratiques st aux affets
du sectarisme destructavr sur les individus, =sur lesg
familles et sur less socidtés démocratiques; secourirc
leg victimes: les représenter en ces matiéres auprés
des autorités civiles et morales responsables, pour
attirer leur attention st seconder leur actlon.

art. 2 : La FECRIE est religiensement et politiquement neutre.
les objectifs de cette Fédération A but non luaratif sont
en particulier :

- grouper les assoclations représentatives sifectuant des
rechaerches et des dtudes, en particulier juridigues,
dans les dowmaines médical, psychologique, sociologique,
économique, scientifigque. Ceg travaux concerneront les
crganisaticns contemporaines, léagalement constituées on

-non, dont les pratiques méritent sttenticn comme
contralres 4 la Déclaration Universelle des Prolts de
l'Homme, & la Convention Eurapéenns de Sauvegarde des
DProits de 1'Homme, 3 la Convention Internatisnale des
Droits de 1'enfant, & la législation europfSenne et aux
législations nationales;
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- Il sara varifis gue tous les membres fondateurs ou
actifs sont légalement constitués dans leurs pays
respectifs.

Toutefois la Fédération pourra aussi s'adjoindre des
"Conseillers", reconnus pour leur soience ou leur
représentativité. Ils pourrront &tre consultés par les
membres du Bure¢au Exécutif. Leur récepticon sara
gsoumigse a4 1l'approbation du Conseil *d'Administration.

L’adnission de nouveaux membres sera décldée par
1'Assemblée Générale aprés étude, pour les membres
actifs, da leurs statuts légalement déposés.

Les associations autres que les fondatrices mentionnées
an annexe devront Atre parrainées par deux associations
déja membres, pour demander leur admission paxr lettre au
Président de la Fédération. Leur admission sera décildée
pour une péricde praobatoire d'un an, au terme de laguelle
elle deviendra définitive sur décision de 1'Assemblée

Génerale. T o e s

. PRk CTURE DE POLICE

Autrement le Président de la Fé&dération sena Féhu
o

- ey
donner une axplication az Président de 1'as ti ﬁ’1395
conoarndée. s

e

IR

La gualité de membre se perd par

- la démission, en regpectant un délal de préavis de
deux mois, souy réverve gue le menbre ail rempli ges
obligations financiéres pour la période s'écoulant
jusgu'da la date oG sa démission prendra effet:

- la radiation prononcée par le Conseil 4d'Administration
pour non-paisment de la cotisation, ou motif grave, tel
que violaticn des présents statuts, ou modification de
ses propres statuts les rendant incompatibles avec ceux
de la Feédération, ou pour non nptification de mpdifica-
tion, ou pour taut comportement portant atteinte a la
réputation de 1'associaticon.

En cas de projet d'exclusion, le Président de la
Fedéaration dovra inviter le Prégident de 1l 'associstion
concernée par lettre recommandée trois meis & 1'avance,
a4 se présenter devant le Bureau pour lui fournir les
axplications. La décision du Conseil d'Administration
devra &tre ratifide par l'Assemblée Générale aux deux-
tiers des suffrages exprimés. Elle est exécutoire, sans
attendre cette ratification. Le membre gui cesse de
faire partie de la Fédeération est sans droits sur le
fond social,



ART. 9
ART. 1t}
ART. 11
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Au cas ol l'Assemblée Géndrale Extraordinaire ne raunith
pas La moitié de ses membres fondateurs et actifs pré-
sents ou représantés, une nouvelle Assemblée Générale
sera convoguée pareillement dans un délai de 15 jours.
Cella-ol statuera définitivement et valablement sur les
propositions en cause, quel que =oit le nombre des
membres présents pu représentés.

CONSEIL D'ADMINTSTRATION

La Fédération est dirigée par un Conseil d'Administra-
tion constitué de personnes physiques, chague pays étant
représenté. Si dans un pays il ¥y a une seule association
membre : un représentant. 5'il en existe plus : deux

représentants. Aingi, dans chague pays, lesg _
BRI R O

membres fondateurs et actifs désigneront 1
11, JUIN 1998
: d

chargées de les représenter, la durés de 1
pouvant étre inférieure & un an.
Deux administrateurs seront de natilonalitd £ T

-
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Le Conseil sera convogqué & la méme date gue 1'Assemblée
Gendarals annuvelle. Il &lira en son sein le Frasident de
1'agsociation et un Bureau Exécutif congtitué, an plus du
préagident, de deux Vice~Présidents, d’un Secrétaire, et
d'un Trésorier, ces deux derniers pouvant avolr un
adjoint.

Ce coneseil est renouveld ainsi gque le Bureau tous les
rrois ans, les mandats étant reconductibles.

La convocation pour le Congell d'Administration doit
&tre envoyse au moins trente jours & l'avance et comper-
ter 1'ordre du jour. Les déclsions seront prises & la
majorité simple des voix, celle du Président @tant
prépondérante en cas de partage égal.

Un administrateur ne peut étre porteur de plus d"une
procuration.

e Bureau Exécutif est chargé de la gestioh quotidiennes,
Il représente la Fédératicn dans Tous les actes de la vie
aivile, il ordonne les dépenses et peut deléguer tout ou
partie de ses pouvelrs a un de ses menbres.
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Pour délibéerer walablement, les deux-tlers des mewmbres
fondateurs et actifs devront &tre-présents ou représan-
+t&s. Aucune décision ne sers acquise si elle n'est pas

votée & la majorité des deux-tiers des sufirages expri-
més. ‘ ' .

Toutefols, si 1'Assemblée Générale ne réunit pas effec-
tivement les deux-tiers de ses membres fondsteurs et
actlfs, une nouvelle Assemblé&e Ganérale sera convoguée
dans las mémes conditions gue ci-dessus dans un 4&lal de
quinze jours. Celle-ci statuera définitivement &t vala-
nlement sur la proposition en cause, guelgue soit le

. nombre des membres présents.

Les modifications aux atatuts ou la dissolution n'auront
d'effet qu'apréds publication au Journal Cfficiel.

ART. 15 : En caz de dissoluticn, un ou plusieurs liquidateurs sont
nommés par l'Assemblée (Géndrale, et l'asctif, s'il ¥y a
lieu, sera dévolu conformément & l'article 9 s
ler juillet 1901 at au décret du 16 aol %@@%?%
souclation ayant un.but proche. et

11, JUIN 1998
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DISPOSITIONS GENERALES
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ART. 16 : La Fadération se pourvcira d'un réglement intérieur.

ART. 17 : Las document concernant le fonotionnement de la Fédéra-
tion pourront &trs consultés par les membres au siége de
celia-ci.

ART. 1B : Tout oe qui n'est pes prévu par lesg présents statuts

sera raglé conformément aux dispositions de la loi,

Fait & Paris, le 7 octobre 19495
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centers on Sectarianism)

European Federation of Centers of Research and Information one

Sectarism

|J FECRIS (European Federation of the Information and Research

List Associations belonging to the FECRIS

Source: MILLETS July 26, 2001

Members

Correspondents

Countries represented with the
FECRIS

CIE

| |
o ——~Members

AGPFT Aktion fiir seistige und psychische Freiheit e.V., Bonn

Grabenstrasse 1, D 53579 Erpel, Deutschland

Tel, ++49 2644-98013-0 - Faxes ++49 2644-98013-1- ingo.heinemann@t-online.de
hittp:/fwww.Ingo-Heinemann.de - hitp://www. AGPF.de

17 associations (Deutschland, Schweiz, Oesterreich)

Ingo Heinemann

A.LS . Asesoramiento E informacion sober Sectas

via Layetana 45, E 08003 Barcelona, Espana

Tel.: ++34 933013024 - fak: ++34 933018744 - ais@mw3.redestb.es
Julia Nueno ’

AR.LS . Veneto

Associazione Ricerca Informazione sulle Sette per it Veneto
Postal Casella 80, I 30034 Reflected (Venezia), Italia
Arisveneto@tin.it

Arianna Odivelli

A.S.D.F.I. Swiss association of Defense of the Families and the Individual
Post-office box 2009, CH 1002 Lausanne, Switzerland

Tel.: ++41 227531743 - fax: ++41 227532574 - mmuller@iprolink.ch
Daniele Multer-Tulli

C.LC . Cult Information Centers

BCM, London WCIN 3XX, United Kingdom
IanCICUK@aol.com ™'

[an Haworth

C.1.G.S . Contacts and Information on the Sectarian Groups

9, street of the Congress, B 1000 Brussels, Belgium

Tek: ++32 2 219 87 66 - fax: ++32 2 219 87 66 - deg.mi@skynet.be
Natalie Debroux

Rev



C.C.M.M . Action and education, resource centre Against Mental Handling
15, streef A. Dumas, F 75 011 Paris, France

Tel: +4+33 1 44640240 - cemm@club-internet.fr

Mr. Baudry

E.G.M.R . Niedersichsische EHerninitiative gegen den Missbrauch DER Religion.
Heidloh 5, D 29867 Steinhorst, Deutschland

Tel.; ++49 5111241 - fax: ++49 5111241 - ichgoe@t-online.de

Ingolf Christiansen

F.A.LR. Family Action Information Resonrce

7, Beech Dell, Keston Park, Keston - Kent BR2 6 EP, United Kingdom
Such: ++44 1689853128 - Fax; ++44 1689862531 - vane@lineone.net
Daphne Vane

FR1 Sverige Foreningen Ridda Individen
Svandammsv. 10, S 12634 Hiigersten, Sverige
Stonewalli@x-stream.se

Malignant Stenvall

G.5.KK . Gesellschaft gegen Seliten- und Kultgefahren

Obere Augartenstrasse, 26-28, A 1020 Wien, Oesterreich

Tel.; ++43 133275337 - Fax: ++43 13323513 - {.griess@griess.stl.at
Brigitte Rollett/Friedrich Griess/Martin Felinger

Polisk Family Association

Jolanta Secha

22, Falista str., 24115 Lodz, Poland

Such/fax: ++42 874904 - Mobile: ++ 601227719

Or (gold):

Ruch Ochrony I Jednostki,

4, Konopcezynskiego Str., PL 00335 Warsaw, Poland
Such: ++ 228278967

Destruktive 8,A.D.K Schweizerische Arbeifgemeinschaft gegen Kulte
cfo Charles Hausler

Postfach 90, CH 3186 Diidingen, Schweiz

Tel.: ++41 264932428

Charles Hausler

Sekten Beratung Bremen

Postfach 10 15 43, D 28015 Bremen, Deutschland
Bernhard.bruenjes@t-online.de

Berhard Bruenjes

Secten-information-Essen
Rottstrasse 24, I 45127 Essen, Deutschland
Tel.; ++49 201234646 - fax: ++49 201207617 - sekieninfo-essen@i-online.de

Heide Marie Cammans

U.N.A.D.F.I national Tnion of Associations for the Defense of the Families and the Individual.
130, street of Clignancurt, F 75018 Paris, France

Tel.: ++33 1 44923592 - fax; +1+33 1 44923666 - der627@wanadoo.fr

Anteine Thiard

V.V.P.G. Vereniging for the third time Verdediging van Personn in Gezin
1, Gemeentenpariz, B 2930 Brasschaat, Belgie
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FRANCE
THE ABOUT/PICARD LAW PROPOSITION
DISCRIMINATORY AND REPRESSIVE LEGISLATION TO BAN TARGETED
RELIGIOUS AND OTHER MINORITIES

Introduction

In December 1999 Senator Nicolas About proposed a revision to a 10™ January 1936 law
— passed at that time to combat the illegal activities of private armed militia groups.

The law proposition stated that the government can, by simple Presidential decree,
dissolve any group condemned more than once, or when their leaders have been
condemned more than once for certain crimes or misdemeanors, and which constitute a
“disturbance of public order” or “a major danger for individuals”. There was no clear
definition of either of these terms. Furthermore, should the group restart the same activity
under another name it would be punishable by a 300,000 FF fine and 3 years in jail.

The original law proposition specifically singled out “sects” though the version adopted
by the Senate dropped the “sect wording” thus extending the law revision to all groups.
This could of course be further misused and applied to any minority (or even large)
groups or groups that are disfavoured by government.

This revision was rushed through the Senate. It was made public only days before the vote
in the Senate and the Senate passed the law revision.

At this point it was in the public domain and there became a significant degree of
opposition, including from the Ministry of Interior, to the proposal. It went to the
National Assembly for their vote but was shelved until June 2000. At this point the About
proposition was repackaged by National Assembly MP Catherine Picard. She gave ita
“democratic gloss” making any dissolution procedure subject to a court decision (albeit a
“fast track” procedure). However the provisions of the law were also extended to a wider
range of activities calling in a variety of unscientific and legally unsound terminology
such as mental manipulation, taking advantage of physically and mentally weak people. It
called for “exclusion zones” where groups could not disseminate or establish premises
and gave powers to Mayors and the Paris Police Chief to enforce these. There was no
serious debate. Ms. Picard was the rapporteur for her own bill in the Justice Commission
(which has the responsibility of examining law proposals prior to vote in the National
Assembly) and so of course gave her own proposal a sound recommendation. This was
adopted by the National Assembly (18 people were present and voted on it} and is now
before the Senate once more for a final vote (if they accept the proposition as it stands).



Amazingly, the rapporteur in the Justice Commission of the Senate is the same Senator
About who proposed the law in the first place. It 1s now expected to go before the Senate
for a vote early in 2001.

In direct contrast to this extreme approach, the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary
Assembly made some very specific recommendations in a June 1999 (Recommendation
1412) stating (amongst other things) that governments should “encourage an approach to
religious groups which will bring about understanding, tolerance, dialogue and resolution
of conflicts” and they should “take firm steps against any action which is discriminatory
or which marginalises religious or spiritual minority groups.”

Details of the Law Proposition

An «anti-sect» proposed law authored by MP Catherine Picard passed the National
Assembly unanimously on 22™ June. This Bill, which will be voted on by the Senate in
the fall, represents the latest effort of extremists such as Alain Vivien, the President of
the French government's Interministerial Mission for the Fight Against Sects, to enact
repressive legislation designed to infringe upon the rights of targeted minority religions
by manufacturing means to ban disfavored minority religions from France. In his yearly
report issued in January 2000 he says he is in constant contact with Ms. Picard and
Senator About and supports the proposal of Senator About.

The Law provides expeditious procedures for the dissolution of organizations deemed to
create a «dependency» in their members, to violate human rights, and to have repeatedly
committed certain offences. If leaders and members of dissolved religious organizations
continue to practice their faith, hold religious meetings or disseminate information
regarding their religion, they face the risk of arrest and imprisonment.

This repressive legislation, which received no publicity when it was introduced, was
rushed through the National Assembly to avoid debate and scrutiny by international
human rights groups and the interfaith community. The proposal’s discriminatory intent
in contravention of France's human rights obligations is blatantly articulated in the
Explanatory Memorandum to the bill, which states that the purpose of the bill «is to
paralyze» the activities of organizations with a «sect-like character».

No attempt beyond vague generalities is made to clearly define what groups or clearly
delineate what activities are meant to be targeted. The Explanatory Memorandum does
note that the repressive and anti-democratic measures contained in the bill are designed to
be implemented solely against «sects» and are not intended to be implemented against
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non-profit organizations, political parties, labor unions or professional organizations.

In spite of the principles of non-discrimination and equal freatment, and in contravention
of the European Convention on Human Rights, the French government has determined to
arbitrarily classify religious groups into two separate categories: 1) religions which are
viewed as law abiding and beneficial to society; and 2) «sects» which are viewed as
dangerous to society, which are the targets of oppressive and discriminatory measures,
and which the government declares must be «fought» against.

Proposed Draconian Measures
The bill consists of an Explanatory Memorandum and eleven articles.

The Explanatory Memorandum is extraordinary. It makes it clear that the law is intended
to be used selectively and exclusively against new and minority religions alone. The
Memorandum states that the purpose of the law is to create a «legal means» to «paralyze»
«sectsy», by providing public authorities and affected individuals «preventive and
punitive» powers against such groups. This purpose is contrary to fundamental
international human rights principles which require that all religions, old or new,
mainstream or minority, deserve equal protection under the Iaw.

The Memorandum attempts to justify the draconian measures in the bill and the arbitrarily
selective nature of the law on the purported grounds that the targeted religious minorities
«harmy individual members, «deprive them of their fundamental rights» and «tear apart»
families. Yet, no specific evidence whatsoever is provided to support these sweeping
statements and no specific examples or activities are identified to substantiate these

claims.

Atrticle One provides for the dissolution of a corporation or association if its activities: 1)
"have the goal or effect to create or to exploit the state of mental or physical dependence
of people who are participating in its activities" and 2) infringe on "human rights and
fundamental liberties,» 3) in circumstances where the corporation or association, its
managers (or de facto managers) have been convicted on more than one occasion for a
wide range of offenses, misleading advertising, fraud, illegal practice of medicine, attacks
on a person’s «physical or mental integrity», unlawful imprisonment, and several other
criminal offenses.

The procedure for dissolution is judicial. A prosecutor, acting on his own motion or at the
behest of any person with an interest in the matter (including anti-sect groups claiming to
act on behalf of affected persons and parents of parishioners of targeted groups, even if
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the "victims" have no complaint with the organization), can initiate a dissolution action in
civil court with the Tribunal de Grande Instance.

Moreover, Article One provides for expedited dissolution proceedings by requiring
proceedings at a designated time and date in the court of first instance, requiring a fifteen-
day time limit for entering appeal, and establishing procedures for an expedited appeal.

Articles Two through Five create corporate criminal liability for corporations or
associations for penal offenses referred to in Article One in instances where only
individuat liability previously existed for such offenses. Article Two provides that the
legal entity may be sentenced to various penalties such as a fine and the prohibition of the
activity in the course of which or as a result of which the offense was committed. Article
Two thus provides a separate means othet than dissolution for a court to prohibit a
minority religious organization’s activities.

Article Six makes it a criminal offense (with a three-year prison term and a FF 300,000
fine for first offenders and a five-year prison term and a FF 500,000 fine for repeat
offenders) for any petson to participate in the reconstitution of a dissolved corporation or
association.

Article Seven calls for the renewed dissolution of a reconstituted and previously dissolved
entity. These articles raise the specter of public authorities arresting and imprisoning
leaders and members of targeted organizations if they continue to practice and to profess
their faith, proselytize or hold religious convocations after their group has been dissolved.

Article Eight local mayors of cities and, in Paris, the Chief of Police are empowered to
forbid the establishment of any offices, seat, church, advertisement or advertising activity
by targeted religious minority groups within 200 meters from a hospital, a retirement
house, a public or private institution of prevention, curing or caring, or any school with
students (presumably) 18 years or younger. If this interdiction is violated, the sentence is
two years’ imprisonment and a FF 200,000 fine, and the corporation or association itself
is subject to conviction. Targeted groups may also be denied building permits or licenses

by cities.

Thus, a targeted organization arbitrarily deemed to be a «sectarian group» by a mayor or
the Paris Chief of Police may be denied a permit to open a house of worship or forced to
close a house of worship under the threat of severe criminal penalties. Such restrictions
flagrantly violate the right to religious freedom under Article 9 of the European

Convention.



Article Nine of the law prohibits «promotion or propaganda intended for young
people”(these terms are not defined) by an association or group deemed to fall under
Article One. Criminal penalties for such promotion consist of a FF 50,000 fine, applicable
to both individuals and associations. As none of these terms are even defined adherents to
new or minority religions targeted by public authorities would be subject to arrest and
prosecution without any understanding of the scope and meaning of this draconian
provision.

The vague nature and sweeping scope of this Article will chill and severely infringe on
both freedom of religion and freedom of expression rights.

Moreover, the legislation, as written could even be selectively enforced to subject parents
to the threat of arrest and conviction for providing information regarding their religious
beliefs to their children or to subject religious educational organizations and officials and
teachers in these organizations to the threat of arrest and conviction for providing children
of parishioners with information regarding the religion’s beliefs. Such a law clearly
contravenes human rights obligations which prohibit subjecting a person "to coercion
which would impair his freedom to adopt a religion or belief of his choice" and requires -
the State to respect the liberty of parents "to ensure the religious and moral education of
their children in conformity with their own convictions».

Articles Ten and Eleven purport to create the new crime of «mental manipulation.» This
term is defined as any activity or activities "with the goal or the effect to create or to
exploit the state of mental or physical dependence of people who are participating in the
group's activities and to infringe human rights and fundamental liberties; to exert repeated
pressure in order to create or exploit this state of dependence and to drive the person,
against his will or not, to an act or an abstention with is heavily prejudicial.» The penalty
for «mental manipulation» is two years” imprisonment and a fine of FF 200,000. If the
victim is particularly weak due to age, illness, or other conditions, the penalty is five
years’ imprisonment and FF 500,000. This crime applies to corporations and associations
as well as to individuals.

Moreover, a host of respected scientific studies have unanimously found that this theory
is devoid of merit. The academic community, including scholars from psychology,
sociology, and religious studies, have articulated an almost unanimous consensus that
«mental manipulation» and «brainwashing» theories as applied to religious communities
are completely lacking in scientific merit. Brainwashing has never gained any scientific
credibility. Major studies by the leading authorities in the field and by prestigious
organizations such as the American Psychological Association and the American
Sociological Association debunking the myth of brainwashing symbolize of the consensus
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that had emerged over the issue of brainwashing as it applies to new religious
movements. Yet, these studies are ignored in favor of popular ignorance and prejudice in
an attempt to create a crime around a scientifically debunked myth.

If passed, the draconian measures in this bill will represent a blatant violation of minority
and religious rights and result in a serious setback for civil and human rights in France.

Conclusion

The inherent bias of the About/Picard bill is graphically illustrated by the Explanatory
Memorandum’s conclusion (NB this was dropped from the final adopted version but was
in the version proposed to the National Assembly) that further measures are necessary to
«paralyze» and restrict the activities of targeted religions at this juncture because to
protect individuals and fundamental freedoms from «harmy». This is a remarkable
statement because it is not supported by any evidence and it is directly contradicted by a
host of human rights reports from highly respected organizations on the subject. In reality,
quite the opposite is true.

The oppressive measures which are currently implemented along with the new legislative
proposal, if enacted, seriously erode the fundamental freedoms of religious minorities and
will have a corrosive effect on the entire system of civil rights in France. Such oppressive
measures have no place in a democratic society. Moreover, the explosion of recent cases
of discrimination directed at individuals and organizations associated with religious
groups denigrated as "sects” is chilling and does not auger well for minority rights and
religious freedom in France. Under these circumstances, international assistance is
necessary to ensure that the oppressive and illegal actions of the French government
targeting members of minority religions simply due to their associations and beliefs cease.
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enter for Studies on New Religions

French Anti-Cult Law (May 30, 2001): English
Translation, with Notes

Note: This is a collection of Sections as voted in the Senate and the House. The final published text
may inchide some minor variations.

A bill directed to the reinforcement of prevention and repression of cultic movements which
undermine human rights and fundamental freedoms.[1]

CHAPTER 1

Civil dissolution of certain legal entities|2]
Section 1

The dissolution can be pronounced, according to the provisions of the present Section, of any legal
entity, whatever its legal form or object, pursuing activities which have as their purpose or effect to
create, maintain or exploit the psychological or physical subjection of persons taking part in these
activities, when final criminal sentences have been pronounced against the legal entity itself or its
legitimate or de facto leaders, for one or the other of the offences mentioned hereafter:

1° Offences of intentional or unintentional prejudice to the life or the physical or psychological
integrity of the person, endangerment of the person, prejudice to the person’s freedoms, prejudice to
the dignity of the person, prejudice to the personality, imperilling minors or prejudicing property
provided for by Sections 221-1 to 221-6, 222-1 to 222-40, 223-1to 223-15, 223-15-2, 224-1 to 224-4,
225-5 to 225-15, 225-17 and 225-18, 226-1 to 226-23, 227-1 to 227-27, 311-1 to 311-13, 312-1 to
312-12, 313-1 to 313-3, 314-1 to 314-3 and 324-1 to 324-6 of the Criminal Code;

2° Offences of illegal medical or pharmaceutical practice provided for by Sections L. 4161-5 and L.
4223-1 of the Public Health Code;

3° Offences of deceptive advertising, frauds and falsifications provided for by Sections L. 121-6 and
L. 213-1 to L. 2134 of the Consumer Code.

The dissolution procedure is filed before the Court of First Instance by the Public Prosecutor, acting
on its own accord or at the request of any interested party.



The request is formulated, examined and judged in conformity with the fast-track (fixed date)
procedure. The time limit for appeal is fifteen days. The President of the Court to whom the case is
entrusted will fix a short time limit for the hearing to which the case will be summoned. At the
indicated day, the proceedings are conducted according to Sections 760 to 762 of the New Code of
Civil Procedure.

The overt or disguised maintaining or re-forming of a legal entity disbanded in application of the
clauses of the present Section is an offence provided for by the second paragraph of Section 434-43 of
the Criminal Code.

The Court of First Instance may pronounce in the course of the same procedure the dissolution of
several different legal entities mentioned in the first paragraph, when these legal entities pursue the
same purpose and are united by a community of interests and when at least one final criminal sentence
for one of the offences mentioned in 1° to 3° has been pronounced against each of them or their
legitimate or de facto leaders. These different legal entities must be parties to the procedure.

CHAPTER II
Extension of the criminal responsibility of legal entities to certain offences(3]
Section 2

I. - After the words "is séntenced", the end of the first paragraph of Section L. 4161-5 of the Public
Health Code the following words shall be included: "to one year in prison and a 100,000 Francs
fine."

1L - After Section L. 4161-5 of the Public Health Code, a Section L. 4161-6 is inserted, reading as
follows:

"Sect. L. 4161-6. - Legal entities may be declared criminally responsible in the conditions established
by Section 121-2 of the Criminal Code for offences provided for by Section L. 4161-5.

"The penalties incurred by the legal entities are:

"1° Fine, according to the provisions of Section 131-38 of the Criminal Code;

"2° The penalties mentioned in Paragraphs 20 ¢ ot o Section 131-39 of the Criminal Code.

"The interdiction mentioned in the 20d Paragraph of Section131-39 of the Criminal Code concerns the
activity in the exercise of which or at the occasion of which the offence was committed."

[0 - In Section L. 4223-1 of the same Code, the words: "to a 30,000 Francs fine and, in the event of a
subsequent offence, to six months in prison and a 60,000 Francs fine" are replaced by the words: "to
one year in prison and a 100,000 Francs fine”.

Sections 2 bis

A Section 221-5-1 is inserted after Section 221-5 of the Criminal Code, reading as follows:

"Section 221-5-1. - Legal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions prescribed
in Section 121-2, for the offences provided in this section.



"Legal entities shall be liable to the following penalties:
"1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;

"2) The penalties set forth in Section 131-39.

"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 ter

A Section 222-6-1 is inserted after Section 222-6 of the same Code, reading as follows:

"Section 222-6-1. - Legal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions prescribed
in Section 121-2, for the offences provided in this paragraph.

"|_egal entities shall be liable to the following penalties:
'"1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;
"2} The penalties set forth in Section 131-39.

"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 quater



A Section 222-16-1 is inserted after Section 222-16 of the same Code, reading as follows:

"Section 222-16-1. - Legal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions
prescribed tn Section 121-2, for the offences provided in this paragraph.

"Legal entities shall be liable to the following penalties:
"1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;
"2) The penalties set forth in paragraphs (2) to (9) of Section 131-39.

"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 no. 5

A Section 222-18-1 is inserted after Section 222-18 of the same Code, reading as follows:

"Section 222-18-1. - Légal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions
prescribed in Section 121-2, for the offences provided in this paragraph.

"Legal entities shall be liable to the following penalties:
"1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;

"2} The penalties set forth in paragraphs (2) to (9) of Section 131-39;



"3) "The penalty set forth in paragraph (1) of Section 131-39 for the offences provided by Sections
222-17 (2nd paragraph) and 222-18.

"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 no. 6
A Section 222-33-1 is inserted after Section 222-33 of the same Code. Reading as follows:

"Section 222-33-1. - Legal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions
prescribed in Section 121-2, for the offences provided in Sections 222-22 to 222-31.

"Legal entities shall be liable to the following penalties:
"1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;
"2) The penalties set forth in Section 131-39.

"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 no. 7

A Section 223-7-1 is inserted afier Section 223-7 of the same Code, reading as follows:

"Section 223-7-1. - Legal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions prescribed
in Section 121-2, for the offences provided in this section.



"Legal entittes shall be liable to the following penalties:

"1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;

"2) The penalties set forth in paragraphs (2) to (9) of Section 131-39;

"3} "The penalty set forth in paragraph (1) of Section 131-39 for the offences provided by Sections
223-5 and 223-6. |

"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 no. 8

A Section 223-15-1 is inserted after Section 223-15 of the same Code, reading as follows:

"Section 223-15-1. - Legal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions
preseribed in Section 121-2, for the offences provided in this section.

"Legal entities shall be liable to the following penalties:

"1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;

"2) The penalties set forth in paragraphs (2) to (9) of Section 131-39,

"3) "The penalty set forth in paragraph (1) of Section 131-39 for the offence provided by the 2nd
paragraph of Section 223-13.



"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 no. 9

Section 4 of Chapter V, Title II, Book II of the same Code is supplemented by Section 225-18-1,
reading as follows:

"Section 225-18-1. -~ Legal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions
prescribed in Section 121-2, for the offences provided in Sections 225-17 and 225-18.

"Legal entities shall be liable to the following penalties:
*1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;
"2) The penalties set forth in paragraphs (2) to (9) of Section 131-39;

"3) "The penalty set forth in paragraph (1) of Section 131-39 for the offences provided by Section
225-18.

"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 no. 10

A Section 227-4-1 is inserted after Section 227-4 of the same Code, reading as follows:



"Section 227-4-1. - Legal entities may be found criminally liable pursuant to the conditions prescribed
in Section 121-2, for the offences provided in this section.

"Legal entities shall be liable to the following penalties:

"1) The fine provided by Section 131-38;

"2) The penalties set forth in paragraphs (2) to (9) of Section 131-39.

"The prohibition set forth in paragraph (2) of Section 131-39 applies to the activity in which or as a
result of which the offence was committed.”

Section 2 no. 11

Section 227-17-2 of the same Code is amended as follows:

1) In the first sentence, the words: "for the offence provided in the second paragraph of Section
227-17-1" are replaced by the words: "for the offences provided in Sections 227-15 to 227-17-1";

2) In paragraph (2), the words: "in paragraphs (1), (2), (4), (8) and (9) of" are replaced by the word:
Tlinlf.

Section 2 no. 12

In the second paragraph (1)) of Section 131-39 of the same Code, the words: "to five years" are
replaced by the words: "or equal to three years".

Section 2 no. 13



I - Section 132-13 of the same Code is supplemented by a new paragraph worded as follows:

"In the cases provided by the two preceding paragraphs, the legal entity shall, in addition, be liable to
the penalties set forth in Section 131-39, subject to the provisions of the last paragraph of this
Section."

1I - In the last paragraph of the same section, the words: "more than 100,000 francs" are replaced by
the words: "at least 100,000 francs".

CHAPTER I
‘Clauses regarding the sentence of dissolution
incurred by legal entities penally responsible
Section 3 [or Section 2 no. 14]{4]

In the second paragraph of Section 8 of the Associations Law of July 1, 1901, the words: "by a fine of
30,000 francs and one year of imprisonment" are replaced by the words: "by three years of
imprisonment and a fine of 300,000 francs.

Section 4

Section 434-43 of the Criminal Code is supplemented by two new paragraphs worded as follows:

"Anyone taking part in the overt or disguised maintenance or revival of a legal entity whose
dissolution was ordered pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (1) of Section 131-39 shall be
punished by three years of imprisonment and a fine of 300,000 francs.

"Where dissolution has been ordered for a second time offence or for the offence provided in the
preceding paragraph, the penalty shall be increased to five years of imprisonment and a fine of
500,000 francs." S

Section 5

A paragraph (5) is inserted before the last paragraph of Article 434-47 of the same code, reading as
follows:



"5) The offences under the second and third paragraphs of Section 434-43 shall be punished by
dissolution as set forth in paragraph (1) of Section 131-39."

CHAPTER IV

Clauses restricting the advertisement of cult movements
[Sections 6 and 7

Deleted][5]
Section 8

The fact of distributing, by whatever means, messages intended for youth and promoting a legal entity,
whatever its legal form or object, which is pursuing activities with the purpose or effect to create,
maintain or exploit the psychological or physical subjection of persons taking part in these activities,
when final criminal sentences have been pronounced several times, against the legal entity itself or its
legitimate or de facio leaders, for one or the other of the offences mentioned hereafier, is sentenced to
a 50,000 Francs fine:

1° Offences of intentional or unintentional prejudice to the life or the physical or psychological
integrity of the person, endangerment of the person, prejudice to the person's freedoms, prejudice to
the dignity of the person, prejudice to the personality, placing minors in danger or prejudicing
property provided for by Sections 221-1 to 221-6, 222-1 to 222-40, 223-1 to 223-15, 223-15-2, 224-1
to 224-4, 225-5 to 225-15, 225-17 and 225-18, 226-1 to 226-23, 227-1 to 227-27, 311-1 10 311-13,
312-1 to 312-12, 313-1 to 313-3, 314-1 to 314-3 and 324-1 to 324-6 of the Criminal Code;

2° Offences of i]legal medical or pharmaceutical practice provided for by Sections L. 4161-5 and L.
4223-1 of the Public Health Code;

3° Offences of deceptive advertising, frauds and falsifications provided for by Sections L. 121-6 and
~L.213-1to L. 213-4 of the Consumer Code.

The same sanctions are applicable when the messages referred to in the first paragraph of this Section
are an invitation to join such a legal entity.

The legal entities may be declared penally responsible in conditions provided for by Section 121-2 of
the Criminal Code of offences defined in this Section. The sanction incurred by legal entities is a fine,
according to the provisions of Section 131-38 of the Criminal Code.

CHAPTER V

Clauses connected with the frandulent abuse of the
state of ignorance or weakness

Section 9[6]
After Section 223-15 of the Criminal Code, a section 6 bis is created, reading as follows:
"Section 6 bis
Regarding the fraudulent abuse of the state of ignorance oxr weakness

"Qect. 223-15-2. - The fraudulent abuse of the state of ignorance or the condition of weakness of either



a minor or a person whose specific vulnerability, due to his age, an illness, a disability, a physical or
psychological deficiency or pregnancy, is apparent and known to its author, or of a person in a state of
psychological or physical subjection resulting from serious pressures exercised or repeated or from
techniques likely to alter his judgment, leading this minor or this person to an act or an abstention
which are seriously harmful to him, is sentenced to three years in prison and a 2,500,000 Francs fine.

"When the offence is committed by the legitimate or de facto leader of a group which is pursuing
activities with the purpose or effect to create, maintain or exploit the psychological or physical
subjection of persons taking part in these activities, the sentences are extended to five years in prison
and a 5,000,000 Francs fine.

"Sect. 223-15-3. - Individuals guilty of the offence provided for in this section also incur the following
supplementary sentences[7]:

"1° Deprivation of political, civil and family rights, according to the provisions of Section 131-26;

"2° Deprivation, according to provisions of Section 131-27, of the exercise of a civil service or the
exercise of the professional or social activity in the exercise of which or at the occasion of the exercise

of which the offence was committed, for a length of five years at most;

"3° Closing, for a length of five years at most, of the establishments or of one or several
establishments of the corporation having served to commit the incriminated facts;

"4° Seizure of the thing which served or was intended to commit the offence or the thing which is its
product, with the exception of objects susceptible of restitution;

"5° Prohibition to stay in France or in certain French departments, according to the provisions of
Section 131-31;

"6° Interdiction, for a length of five years at most, the drawing of checks other than those which
enable the withdrawal of funds by the drawer from the drawee or of certified ones;

"7° Posting of the bill or circulating the pronounced decision, in conditions provided for by Section

131-35.

"Art. 223-15-4. - Legal entities may be declared criminally responsible, in conditions provided for by
Section 121-2, of the offence defined in this section.

"The sentences incurred by the legal entities are:
"1° A fine, according to the provisions of Section 131-38;
"2° Penalties mentioned in Section 131-39.

"The interdiction mentioned in 2° of Section 131-39 concerns the activity in the exercise of which or
at the occasion of the exercise of which the offence was committed.”

Section 10
I. - Section 313-4 of the Criminal Code is repealed.
I1. - In the first paragraph of Section 313-7 of the same Code, the reference: ", 313-4" is deleted.

III. - At the end of the first paragraph of Section 313-9 of the same Code, the words: "to 313-4" are
replaced by the words: "to 313-3".

CHAPTER VI

Miscellaneous












































































































































































































































































































































































































